
 

SESSION #2: IS THE BIBLE RELIABLE? 

IS THE BIBLE THAT WE HAVE TODAY ACCURATE?  

 

• One way to be certain about the content and nature of the early eyewitness statements is to examine the evidence 

related to the TRANSMISSION of the New Testament. 

• If we can examine what these first eyewitnesses said to their students, we can reasonably trace the content of the 

Gospels from their alleged date of creation to the earliest existing copies. 

 

• WHO WERE THE EYEWITNESS’S STUDENTS?  

  

• John taught IGNATIUS & POLYCARP.  

▪ Ignatius quoted (or alluded to) seven to sixteen New Testament books (including the gospels of Matthew, John, 

and Luke, and several, if not all, of Paul’s letters). While this establishes the fact that the New Testament 

concepts and documents existed very early in history, Ignatius’s letters also provide us with a picture of Jesus and 

a glimpse of how the apostle John (as an eyewitness) described Him. Ignatius’s letter confirm the following 

portrayal of Jesus: 

 

• The prophets predicted and waited for Jesus. 

• Jesus was in the line of King David. 

• He was (and is) the “Son of God.” 

• He was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

• A star announced His birth. 

• He came forth from God the Father. 

• He was born of the virgin Mary. 

• He was baptized by John the Baptist. 

• He was the “perfect” man. 

• He manifested the will and knowledge of God the Father. 

• He taught and had a “ministry” on earth. 



• He was the source of wisdom and taught many commandments. 

• He spoke the words of God. 

• Ointment was poured on Jesus’s head. 

• He was unjustly treated and condemned by men. 

• He suffered and was crucified. 

• He died on the cross. 

• Jesus sacrificed Himself for us as an offering to God the Father. 

• This all took place under the government of Pontius Pilate. 

• Herod the Tetrarch was king. 

• Jesus was resurrected. 

• He had a physical resurrection body. 

• He appeared to Peter and the others after the resurrection. 

• He encouraged the disciples to touch Him after the resurrection. 

• He ate with the disciples after the resurrection. 

• The disciples were convinced by the resurrection appearances. 

• The disciples were fearless after seeing the risen Christ. 

• Jesus returned to God the Father. 

• Jesus now lives in us. 

• We live forever as a result of our faith in Christ. 

• He has the power to transform us. 

• Jesus is the manifestation of God the Father. 

• He is united to God the Father. 

• He is our only Master and the Son of God. 

• He is the “Door,” the “Bread of Life,” and the “Eternal Word.” 

• He is our High Priest. 

• Jesus is “Lord.” 

• Jesus is “God.” 

• He is “our Savior”and the way to “true life.” 

• His sacrifice glorifies us. 

• Faith in Christ’s work on the cross saves us. 

• This salvation and forgiveness are gifts of grace from God. 

• Jesus loves the church. 

• We (as the church) celebrate the Lord’s Supper in Jesus’s honor. 

 

▪ The letters of Ignatius demonstrate that the New Testament’s claims and writings existed early in history; 

Ignatius appears to be very familiar with many passages from the Gospels and the letters of Paul. In addition, 

Ignatius echoed John’s description of 

  

▪ Who taught IRENAEUS.  

• He specifically identified as many as twenty-four New Testament books as Scripture (including Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 

Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, 1 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, and 

Revelation). Irenaeus provided us with another link in the chain of custody, affirming the established 

eyewitness accounts and faithfully preserving them for the next generation as he connected the 

students of the apostles to the generations that followed him. 

  

▪ Who taught HIPPOLYTUS.   

• Hippolytus identified as many as twenty-four New Testament books as Scripture (including Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 

Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, 1 Peter, 1 John, 2 

John, and Revelation). Unfortunately, Hippolytus was persecuted under Emperor Maximus Thrax and 

exiled to Sardinia, where he most likely died in the mines. 

 

 



• Paul’s Students  

▪  
• Peter taught through MARK. 

 

▪ Who taught ANIANUS, AVILIUS, KEDRON, PRIMUS, and JUSTUS.   

 

• Justus taught PANTAENUS.  

• Who taught CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA.  

• Who taught ORIGEN.   

• Who influenced PAMPHILUS OF CAESAREA.  

• Who taught EUSEBIUS.  

HOW WAS IT PRESERVED? 

• MORE MANUSCRIPTS 
o Nearly 5,700 handwritten Greek manuscripts of the New Testament. In addition, there are more than 9,000 manuscripts 

in other languages (e.g., Syriac, Coptic, Latin, Arabic). Some of these nearly 15,000 manuscripts are complete Bibles, 

others are books or pages, and a few are just fragments. 

o This is vastly more than any other ancient document. 5,000 more than Homer which is is number 2 on the list of 

manuscripts.  

 

•  EARLIER MANUSCRIPTS 
o Not only does the New Testament enjoy abundant manuscript support, but it also has manuscripts that were written soon 

after the originals. The earliest undisputed manuscript is a segment of John 18:31-33, 37-38 known as the John Rylands 

fragment. Scholars date it between A.D. 117–138, but some say it is even earlier. It was found in Egypt—across the 

Mediterranean from its probable place of composition in Asia Minor—demonstrating that John’s Gospel was copied and 

had spread quite some distance by the early second century. The time gap between the original and the first surviving 

copy is still vastly shorter than anything else from the ancient world. 

  

• ABUNDANTLY SUPPORTED MANUSCRIPTS 

HOW WAS THE ORIGINAL CONSTRUCTED?  

The process of comparing the many copies and quotations allows an extremely accurate reconstruction of the original even if errors were 

made during copying. How does this work? Consider the following example.  

• Suppose we have four different manuscripts that have four different errors in the same verse, such as Philippians 4:13 (“I can do all 

things through Christ who gives me strength.”). Here are the hypothetical copies: 

1. I can do all t#ings through Christ who gives me strength. 

2. I can do all th#ngs through Christ who gives me strength. 

3. I can do all thi#gs through Christ who gives me strength. 

4. I can do all thin#s through Christ who gives me strength. 

 

 



Is there any mystery what the original said? No!  

• By the process of comparing and cross-checking, the original New Testament can be reconstructed with great accuracy. And the 

reconstruction of the New Testament is easier than this, because there are far fewer errors in the actual New Testament 

manuscripts than are represented by this example. 

 

 


